
Aldersgate In Action
In Depth: The Aldersgate logo was inspired by the Love Sculpture in Philadelphia, 
PA., to remind us that God is Love and that Love is the Greatest Commandment.

Aldersgate United Methodist Church • 1741 Sayles Blvd.,  Abilene, TX 79605 • (325) 672-7893
www.aldersgateabilene.org

Welcome to Aldersgate United Methodist Church, where the mission is to raise up deeply 
devoted disciples of Jesus. You have a place here. Regardless of who you are, where you 
have been and where you are in faith’s journey, you belong here. In Aldersgate In Action, 
you will find information about various ministries and opportunities. Please, feel no 
pressure. Just know that if you are looking to grow in your faith and in relationships with 
God and others, you are welcome and encouraged to do both here. Grace and Peace! 

In Depth:  “ALIVE” is the name of the current 52-week sermon series, which has been designed to invite 
us into a deeper understanding of the Bible.  “With Jesus” refers to the focus of this quarter of the church 
calendar.  Today’s sermon,  “ALIVE with Jesus: Follow Me,” is number 26  of the series.  You will find the order 
of worship for today’s service on Page 4. 



In the Works
Regularly Scheduled Services and Opportunities to Grow and Serve:

Sunday:  
  9:00 a.m.    Traditional Worship 
10:05 a.m.    Sunday School
11:00 a.m.    Contemporary Worship 
  5:00 p.m.    Growth Groups
  5:00 p.m.    Youth
  5:00 p.m.    Kids For Christ
  7:00 p.m.    College Ministry

In Depth: Sunday 
School classes are 
offered at 10:05 a.m. 
for all ages. To learn 
more about Adult 
Sunday School classes, 
call Amy Wilson 
Feltz at 672-7893 or 
send her an e-mail 
to amywilsonfeltz@
aldersgateabilene.org.

Tuesday:        
  6:00 p.m.      Jubilee Ringers

Wednesday: 
  6:45 p.m.      Growth Groups
  7:00 p.m.      Chancel Choir

In Depth:  Each week, these two pages will contain updates, news and other information about Aldersgate’s 
music ministry, the children’s, youth and college ministries, and opportunities to serve in the Mission Field. 
(The Mission Field has been identified as four areas of focus in which to share the love of God outside of 
the church locally: McMurry University (and other Abilene colleges and universities), Bowie Elementary, Our 
Neighborhoods and Aldersgate Academy.) 

Children’s Ministry: Spotlight on First Graders 

All are welcome! Please contact the Office (672-7893), if you’d like to know
    more about becoming involved in the activities on the schedule below. 

  Last week at Sunday School, I took the time to interview 
our first graders about some pressing questions. I know you 
will enjoy hearing their answers! If given the choice between 
hanging out in a pool full of marshmallows or M&M’s, only 
two kids, Emily and Davis, chose the marshmallows.  It seems 
that a hard candy coating over chocolate would be more fun 
than fluffy marshmallows.  Now, if you’ve ever had a small 
child, you’ll know they’re not too particular about their 
clothing (unless, of course, they are, and then they are usually 
particular!) If these kids had to choose between wearing their pants backwards all day or their shoes on 
the wrong feet, the vast majority chose the shoes on the wrong feet.  Only Zoe, Gabby, and Casen would 
rather wear their pants backwards.  I guess they agree with one of my children who told me, “My shoes 
work on both feet!” And finally, given the choice between having to eat only apples all day or only carrots 
all day, apples came out the big winner. No surprise there!  There were only three kids who would prefer 
eating carrots:  Casen, Gabby and Davis. I hope you’ve enjoyed this little glimpse into the minds of our first 
graders.  They are an amazing bunch of kids that I get to enjoy every week!  
   Those pictured are: Emily, Gabby, Zoe, Abbie, Kassy, Nicholas, Michael, Casen, Jonah and Davis,
First graders not pictured but missed are: Madylou, Michael M, Braxton, Brody, Bryant, Amber and Zach.
.                                                                                                                                                               — Alayna Brooks



Connections: First Impressions

College Ministry: Growing in Wholeness through Lent
   Last Sunday night, a small group of students gathered 
in the fellowship hall to share a meal and also a 
discussion about the meaning of Ash Wednesday and 
the season of Lent. The conversation proved fruitful, as 
students shared the knowledge and experiences with 
these events. We are hoping to revisit this conversation 
throughout the Lenten season for encouragement, 
continued inspiration, and even to work through 
challenges and difficulties.  We recognize that we need 
each other as we individually and corporately pursue 
our salvation – our becoming whole in heart, mind, 

and purpose. Growing in our wholeness together is the point of our meeting together on Sunday nights 
anyway and pursue our salvation. 
   So even if you missed The Oaks last week I hope you will feel welcome to join us tonight as we continue to 
journey through Lent together. We recognize that observing Lent can be very personal, and we aren’t trying 
to step on your toes. But we do want to be a community that will listen to each other, ask good questions, 
reflect with one another, and encourage one another to continue in faithfulness through success and short-
coming, trial and ease. I’m thankful for the opportunity to journey with the students who show up each 
week ready to open their lives up to one another with the hopes of growing in Christ together.  
                                                                                                                                                                  — Kyle Watson

  Let’s try an exercise: Imagine that you are attending a 
church for the first time. 
  What are some of your potential fears?  Into what unknowns 
are you walking? 
  Maybe you dread standing alone during the meet-and 
-greet time and hope that someone comes up and says hello.    
Or it could be you fear that you might be judged if you are 
over-or-under-dressed. Maybe you don’t know where to sit 
and hope that no one glares at you because you are in “their 
pew.” All of these and many others are potential thoughts 
racing through a guest’s mind.
  The First Impressions team has the opportunity to put 
guests at ease, making them feel welcomed and accepted, 
so that those fears and worries might not keep them from
experiencing God.  If you want to join the team and help make Aldersgate an even more loving place, fill out 
the insert in this week’s Aldersgate In Action! 
   I’d love to see another great response (see picture) from everyone this week!  — Jessica Watson



ALIVE With Jesus: Follow Me
Mark 2: 13-17
Sermon Notes

Our Mission: Raising Up Deeply Devoted Disciples of Jesus

Save Your Sermon, Preacher

Following the Leader

The Righteous and Sinners

Following Jesus
Taking _____________.   Being ______________.
Losing _____________.   Being ______________.
Being ______________.

40 Days

Healing



Growth Group Questions

 

1.         Name some of your favorite childhood movies. What lessons did you learn from them?

2.         What are some characteristics of a good leader? In whom have you seen these characteristics 

demonstrated? When and where did you learn to value these characteristics?

3.         Has anyone ever treated you as if you belonged precisely at a time when you felt isolated and alone? 

How do you seek to invite others to feel that they are worthy of belonging?

4.         Pastor Amy mentioned five things that are asked of us when we follow Jesus. What are they? With 

which one do you struggle the most? Would you add anything to that list?

5.         Is there anything else about the sermon “ALIVE with Jesus: Follow Me” that you’d like to discuss with 

your Growth Group?

6.         Read Isaiah 53:1-12. What is your initial reaction to this passage? Do you see connections between 

this passage and the life, death and resurrection of Jesus? What implications might this have for our daily 

lives?

7.         Read Mark 1:14-20. What does it mean for the kingdom of God to be near? What do repentance, 

believing the gospel and following Jesus have to do with it?

8.         Pastor Amy said, “Our healing is never just about ourselves. It is always about the healing of every 

person in our lives and every person in theirs.” Do you agree? Why or why not? What has been your 

experience?

9.         How might your Growth Group encourage and assist you in the process of healing during the Season 

of Lent?



   Academy: Encouragement For Difficult Mornings 

Bowie: What Aldersgate Does 

    I am constantly looking for ideas and strategies to encourage parents 
and staff when they are struggling after a difficult morning with their 
children.  I found this excerpt from one of Rachel Stafford’s website 
articles, and thought I would share some of her tips for making the 
mornings go easier.  Some of these are helpful no matter the age of the 
people in your house.

• Notice the good, any and all you can find, even if it is simply, “I am so glad to see your face this 
morning” or “You’ve always had a knack for unique clothing combinations.”
• If someone is grumpy, let her do something you usually do such as pouring the milk from a small 
pitcher, adding the brown sugar to the oatmeal, or decorating a sticky note to put in a family member’s 
lunch box or briefcase.
• Open your arms. Don’t say anything. Just hold on.
• Release control of the situation with a peace-making invitation such as “How would you do it? Show 
me.”
• Be especially generous with forgiveness in the morning. Don’t be afraid to ask, “Can we start over?” 
Do-overs are a priceless gift that cost nothing but hold great value.
• Give two minutes. Sit beside the person, rub their back and get at eye level. Giving two minutes won’t 
break the schedule, but it could make all the difference.

   Day after day, you provide countless daily doses of love without even thinking about it. Remember, Love 
prevails over failures, flaws and even disastrous mornings. — Carol Rogers

   On Monday, Pastor Steve and Kyle and I ate lunch with three 
5th Grade students at Bowie Elementary School as a part of 
a pilot mentoring program. One of the students asked Pastor 
Steve if he worked with Altrusa. (Altrusa is a wonderful, civic-
oriented group that does many things to serve the teachers, 
staff and students at Bowie.) Pastor Steve replied that he 
works at Aldersgate. The student then asked if Aldersgate 
and Altrusa were partner organizations. I replied that we 
sometimes work together, as in the the case of the big Meet-

-the-Teacher picnic that we organize at Bowie every August.
   Then we talked about some of the other things that Altrusa volunteers do. The student asked, “What do 
you do?” Pastor Steve said, “We just want to be helpful.” I added, “We’re neighbors, and it is a good thing 
for neighbors to support each other.” As I left lunch that day, I thought about our mission, which is to raise 
up deeply devoted disciples of Jesus. It may seem strange that eating tacos with some 5th Graders at our 
neighborhood school could be part of that mission, but I know that I, for one, am growing in my devotion, 
and I think the students are growing, too. Thanks be to God! — Amy Wilson Feltz



In Depth: At Aldersgate, all are invited to practice faithfulness in our 
prayers, presence (attendance), gifts (offering of money), service (action in 
the community) and witness (sharing our faith). You will find information 
about service and witness throughout the pages of Aldersgate In Action. 
This page is dedicated to matters of prayer, presence, and gifts.

Prayers

Gifts

Ron Bredemeyer
Emma Gene Gore
Clay Meadows
Jean Shoultz
Doris Ogden
Dori Oiler
Lou Swindell

Alice Shaw
Delmon Wilson
Carolyn Strain
Military and Families
Mary Gregory
Mary Buckner

Presence                      (2.15.2015)

Budget for 2015 = $808,647.00
Received This Week = $7,462.30 
Received Month-to-Date = $43,288.48
Received Year-to-Date = $104,699.40
2015 Faith Promise Pledge =
2015 Faith Promise Contributions = $9,106.24

Staying Connected:

Address: 1741 Sayles, 79605

Phone Number: (325) 672-7893

Office Hours:

     Mon. - Thurs. 8-12, 1-5

     Fri. 8-12

Web Site: 

     www.aldersgateabilene.org

Facebook: Aldersgate UMC

Text Message Reminders:

     gracepeace to 313131

E-mail Reminders:

     news@aldersgateabilene.org

     

The e-mail prayer list is coordinated by Barbara Owens. Please send prayer requests and 
requests to join the e-mail list to prayer@aldersgateabilene.org.

In Depth: Aldersgate offers two forms of electronic giving: Online Bill 
Pay and ACH Direct Draft.  EFT Authorization Forms are available in 
the office and on our website at www.aldersgateabilene.org.  If you have 
additional questions regarding Stewardship, contact K.B. Woods (672-
7893, kbwoods@aldersgateabilene.org).  

Lou Adams
Clinton Gayle
Addison English
Lora and Al Langford
Sara Queen
Bob Kuykendall
Sherli Aldridge

9:00 a.m. Traditional Worship Service=201
1:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship Service=184

Total Worship Service Attendance =385                                          
 Sunday school=172

The Oaks =13

Aldersgate volunteers serve at the Methodist Food Pantry, located at 1102 N. 
Willis, on the second Tuesday of the month, from 3:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and on 
the fourth Tuesday of the month, from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. Free childcare is 
available. For more information call Susan Steele at 605-381-6322.

Ministry Leaders
Pastor: Steve Brooks (325) 660-4415

Associate Pastor: 

     Amy Wilson Feltz (325) 660-5017

Finance: K. B. Woods

Music: David Wallis

Children: Alayna Brooks

     & Mackenzie Corbett

Youth/Contemporary Worship:

     Daniel Mathis

College/Young Adults: Kyle Watson

Connections: Jessica Watson

Academy: Carol Rogers

Reception: Susan Acosta

Administration: Carolyn Estes

Custodial Services: 

     Robert Sandoval
Facebook page: facebook.com/AldersgateUnitedMethodist Church
Twitter:@AldersgateABI
Instagram:@aldersgateabi



  Suggested Reading

Daily Bible Readings

       The Season of  Lent                                                                                                                  
                                                    Pastor  Amy                    

                       Sermon Passages                           
Sunday:          Mark 2:13-17                                  
Monday:  Mark 2: 1-12 
Tuesday:  Mark 8: 27-38   
Wednesday:    Mark 10: 17-31        
Thursday: Matthew 23: 1-15                                    
Friday:  Isaiah 53: 1-12   
Saturday:     Mark 1: 1-20
                                 

Chronological Bible Readings
Sunday:        Proverbs 27-29     
Monday:        Ecclesiastes 1-6     
Tuesday:       Ecclesiastes 7-12 
Wednesday:  1 Kings 10-11;
                         2 Chronicles 9 
Thursday       Proverb :30-31        
Friday:            1 Kings 12-14     
Saturday:        2 Chronicles 10-12
                               
How sweet are your words to my taste, 
sweeter than honey to my mouth! 
                                            Psalm 119: 103

Below you will find a list of sermon 
related passages and a list of passages 
that will take you through the Bible in 
a year. Please consider reading both 
each day as we continue in our ALIVE 

Celebration of Discipline, 
The Path To Spiritual 
Growth, by Richard J. 
Foster is the next book 
that we are inviting you 
to read as we begin the 
new year.  If you would 
like a copy, please call 
the church office at 672-7893, or 
indicate on the welcome card and we 
will order a copy for you. The price is 
$15.00. Grace and Peace!
 — Pastor Steve and Pastor Amy

  Ash Wednesday is one of my favorite days in 
the church calendar. 
   It is not as festive as Christmas Eve or as 
celebratory as Easter Sunday, and I think that’s 
exactly why it affects me the way it does.

    Hemmed in by silence and the reflection, it is very difficult to ignore 
what is going on in my soul on Ash Wednesday.
   Even if I could push it aside in the silence, it is pretty difficult to 
ignore those words said by the pastor, “Remember that you are dust. 
To dust you will return.”
   And the ashes. It’s such a messy experiences for everyone involved. 
Ashes all over the hands of the pastor. 
  A cross drawn in ash on my forehead. Ashes flaking onto the prayer 
railing and the floor. 
   It is a humbling experience. And that’s the point of Ash Wednesday, 
but it also just the beginning. The Season of the Lent consists 
of the 40 whole days (not including Sundays) before Easter, 
commemorating Jesus’ 40 days in the wilderness at the beginning of 
his ministry.  Participating in a service on Ash Wednesday offers us 
the opportunity to enter an entire season of reflection as we consider 
our own mortality and repent of our sin. 
    It never hit me harder than the year that Jason and I became 
engaged. I was serving at Grace UMC here in Abilene then. 
   When Jason knelt at the prayer railing and I touched the ashes to his 
forehead, I was overwhelmed with the thought, “One of us is going 
to bury the other one.”  
    How’s that for contemplating mortality?
   It took my breath away for a moment and then I heard myself say 
to the man I love, “Repent . . . and believe the Gospel!” And I smiled, 
even as tears ran down my face.
    Our physical death is only part of our mortality. Our life and the 
way we live it, our willingness to die spiritual deaths every day as we 
grow in our faith . . . that’s a much bigger part . . . and the part that we 
can do something about, by the grace of God.
  That’s where the spiritual practices (prayer, fasting, silence and 
solitude, self-examination, service, simplicity, etc.) come into play.     
    They work in us from the inside out and from the outside in, 
changing the way that we think. 
  They invite us to believe the Gospel. 


